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became   the   nephew  of   Rajaram  and   the   grandson  of
Shivaji.'

The Peshwa, who had assembled round or near Satara
an army of thirty-five thousand men, had for some weeks
past halted between several plans. He now acted with the
promptitude of Frederick. At dawn a body of cavalry
galloped into Satara town, seized Jagjivan Pratinidhi and
Yamaji Shivdev and sent them in irons to distant forts.
Every street swarmed with the Peshwa's troops and a
strong detachment made themselves masters of Satara fort.
That evening Balaji called a meeting of the Council with
the exception of the Pratinidhi and produced before them
the papers given him by the late king. These documents
empowered him, as he justly said, to administer the
Maratha kingdom on behalf of Ramraja and his descendants.
In view of these papers, Balaji declared and the Council
agreed that Ramraja was the only possible successor to
the late king. Indeed Balaji had already sent a body of
troops to escort the new monarch to his capital. Having
settled the succession, the next question discussed was the
treatment of Sakwarbai. All agreed that she was a turbulent,
unmanageable woman. If she were allowed her liberty,
she would certainly denounce Ramraja as an impostor,
and adopting a son to her dead husband, would with the
aid of Sambhaji of Kolhapur embroil the, Maratha nation
in civil war. On the other hand, the imprisonment of
Shahu's queen would deeply offend Maratha sentiment and
would give Damaji Gaikvad and *other Maratha leaders an
excellent excuse for rebellion. One way out of the diffi-
culty presented itself. It had long been the custom in
high-born Hindu families'for widows to burn themselves
on thoir husband's bodies. Shivaji had with difficulty
restrained his mother, Jijabai, from committing #aK with
Shahaji's body. With Shivaji's body Putalabai had com-
mitted herself to the flames. The act, too, was one of

* The king died in Uw Rangmahal. The ruins of this palaoc aro still to bo
nften bolow Bufcam fork.